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Stephen Bigger has taught religious studies and education in university in
Oxford and Worcester, has been Head of Education Studies and Dean of
Education, and currently supervises PhD students. He edited Creating the
Old Testament (Blackwell, 1989); and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural
Education (Fulton, 1999); and co-wrote Researching Equal Opportunities in
College and University (Ashcroft, Bigger and Coates, 1995, Kogan Page).
His many papers, reviews, articles and Dblogs are listed on
http://stephenbigger.blogspot.com

Denzil Chetty is currently employed at the University of South Africa
(UNISA) as a lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies and Arabic. He
specialises in comparative religion with a research focus on African and
Asian conflict, with particular reference to the use of religious rhetoric in the
realm of critical social action. Chetty’s interest also extends to the use of
Multimedia and Internet-based learning in an Open Distance Learning
context. He is a recipient of the prestigious Abe Bailey Fellowship and a
participant in the Young Academics Programme (YAP) at UNISA. Chetty
also holds the position as secretary for the Association for the Study of
Religion in Southern Africa (ASRSA) and is a trustee on the African
International Association for the History of Religion (IAHR) Trust Fund.
Contact details: chettd@unisa.ac.za and http://www.chettyd.com

Suleman Dangor is professor of Islamic Studies in the School of Religion &
Theology at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and will retire at the end of
2009. He obtained a PhD degree from the former University of Durban-
Westville and a higher diploma in Arabic from the University of Riyadh
(Saudi Arabia). He has more than 70 academic publications to his credit,
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including books, chapters, journal articles, encyclopaedia entries and edited
volumes. The major focus of his research is Islam in South Africa. He has
also been a regular columnist with several national newspapers, and has
published more than two hundred articles. Contact details:
dngors@ukzn.ac.za

Petro du Preez obtained her PhD in Curriculum Studies at the University of
Stellenbosch. She is currently a Lecturer in Curriculum Studies and Research
Methodology at the North West University (Potchefstroom Campus), South
Africa; where she also chairs the Curriculum Studies subject group. Her
publications are predominantly in the areas of curriculum studies, human
rights in education, and multireligious and multicultural education. She is
part of an international research team (www.hreid.co.za) that received
funding from SANPAD (South African Netherlands Programme on
Alternatives in Development) for a project entitled: Human Rights Education
in Diversity: Empowering Girls in Rural and Metropolitan School
Environments. She serves on the Editorial Boards of the following two
journals: Panorama. (International Journal of Comparative Religious
Education and Values) and Religious Education Journal of Australia.
Contact details: petro.dupreez@nwu.ac.za

Janet Jarvis currently co-ordinates and lectures in the Life Orientation
discipline within the School of Social Science Education in the Faculty of
Education, UKZN. She previously taught in high schools in KZN and was a
senior lecturer at the former Edgewood College of Education. With the
incorporation into the then University of Natal, she was appointed to a
lectureship position which she continues to hold within UKZN. Her Master’s
dissertation focused on teachers’ understanding of the human right to
religious freedom. Her doctoral research explores how the religious and
cultural identity of teachers of LO influences their interpretation and
facilitation of the human right to gender equality.

Celia Kourie is Professor of Christian Spirituality at Unisa. In 2000 she
instituted the Masters and Doctoral degrees in Christian Spirituality at Unisa,
and in 2001, the BTh (Hons) degree. Her research interests include
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mysticism, spirituality, inter-spirituality, mysticism and psychology, and
mysticism and art. Contact details: kouricet@unisa.ac.za

Fred Sheldon Mwesigwa obtained his PhD in Religious Studies from the
University of Leeds, UK in 2003. Prior to the PhD, he was a secondary
school teacher of English Language and Religious Education for twenty
years during which he was also appointed as substantive deputy school head-
teacher. Fred joined Uganda Christian University in 2005 and is currently a
senior lecturer in the field of Religious Education. He is Head of the
Education Department cum Dean of the Faculty of Education and Arts. He is
a member of ISREV (International Seminar for Religious Education and
Values); member of the International Ecumenical Fellowship (IEF), British
chapter; member of ASRSA (Association for the Study of Religion in
Southern Africa) and a corresponding editor of the journal Panorama.
Contact details: fsmwesigwa@educ.ucu.ac.ug

Yogi Penceliah is an Associate Professor in the School of Public
Administration and Development Management at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal. In previous years she has co-ordinated the Masters and
Doctoral Programmes. She has authored and co-authored numerous articles
and texts nationally and internationally. Over the years she has supervised
many Masters and Doctoral students, and has presented numerous conference
papers nationally and internationally. Contact details:
penceliahy@ukzn.ac.za

Paul Prinsloo is an Education Consultant at the University of South Africa.
He has a DLitt et Phil (Religious Studies) from Unisa. His research interests
include citizenship education and religious studies, curriculum theory,
corporate citizenship, sustainability education and critical theory. He
received an Open University International Fellowship in 2007, the Unisa
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Research in 2008 and a Unisa
International Fellowship in 2009. In 2010 he was seconded to the office of
the Vice-Principal: Academic and Research at Unisa. Contact details:
prinsp@unisa.ac.za
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Martin Prozesky is an independent ethics educator and consultant and an
Emeritus Professor of the University of KwaZulu-Natal. From 1997-2007 he
directed the Unilever Ethics Centre at this University. A graduate of Rhodes,
Oxford and the University of Rhodesia, he is the author of five books, co-
author of four more, with many academic papers and well over 150 press
articles. His latest book, Conscience: Ethical Intelligence for Global Well-
Being, was published by the UKZN Press in 2007. A former Dean of
Humanities, he has been a frequent speaker at conferences and seminars in
various countries, and has often addressed schools, businesses and other
audiences. Contact details: marproz@mweb.co.za

Cornelia Roux is currently Director of the Research Focus Area (Teaching-
Learning Organisation), Faculty of Educational Sciences (Potchefstroom
Campus), North West University, South Africa. She was previous a Research
Professor at the School of Curriculum-based Studies at the same university.
She has thirty years of teaching and research experience in teacher training at
the Faculty of Education, University of Stellenbosch. Her publications and
research projects are: Religion in Education; and Religion Studies and
Human Rights Education in Diverse Religious and Cultural Contexts.
Contact details: cornelia.roux@nwu.ac.za and www.hreid.co.za

Trevor Ruthenberg is a Minister in the Methodist church of South Africa.
He is currently the resident Minister of the Thornton Society in the Cape of
Good Hope District. He obtained a Doctorate in Christian Spirituality at
Unisa in 2006. The title of his doctorate is: Contemporary Christian
Spirituality: Its Significance for Authentic Ministry. He has a special interest
in the contemplative side of ministry. Email: trean@mweb.co.za

Macloud Frank Salanjira is a lecturer in Curriculum and Teaching Studies
in Religious Education in the Faculty of Education, Chancellor College,
University of Malawi. He completed his doctoral study at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal in the field of Religious Education in 2009. Contact details:
Sookrajhhre@ukzn.ac.za

Johannes A. (Jannie) Smit is a graduate of the University of Durban-
Westville (now UKZN), editor-in-chief of Alternation and served as research
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chair of the Humanities for some years. He has a lifelong commitment to
interdisciplinary learning and critical research capacity development and
currently serves as Academic Coordinator for Religion at UKZN. He teaches
Comparative Religion (main focus Christianity), and supervises MA and
PhD students in Religion and Social Transformation. Contact details:
smitj@ukzn.ac.za

Reshma Sookrajh is an Associate Professor of Education in the Faculty of
Education at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. During the merger she acted
as Deputy Dean for the Initial Teacher Education sector in the Faculty of
Education. She has collaborated in projects with national and international
universities that cover a wide range of areas within the curriculum and
language policy domain. These include Curriculum Quality Concerns,
Language Policy, Social Giving, and HIV/AIDS research. She has
supervised several Masters and Doctoral students in the discipline of
Curriculum and two Doctoral students in the area of migration research.
Contact details: Sookrajhhre@ukzn.ac.za

Johan Strijdom is an Associate Professor in Religious Studies at the
University of South Africa, where he is currently responsible for the teaching
of the social and in political roles of religion, of gender in religion and of
religion in Africa. He was previously employed in Classics at Unisa, where
he taught ancient Greek and classical mythology and philosophy. After
obtaining a doctorate on Historical Jesus Studies, he continued to publish
articles on early Christian myths within their Greco-Roman and Jewish
contexts, as well as Platonic uses of myth and the relationship of these to
discourses on human rights and justice. Contact details: strijjm@unisa.ac.za
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